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An Interview With Gideon Yakubu(G-King)



"The thing is having creatives around you helps you to be
more creative. . . . If you're working with another creative,

give that creative room to bring their own ideas."

_Gideon Yakubu(G-King).



INTRODUCTION

From the PPS Library team:

This is another edition of the interview sessions v on the PPS
WhatsApp platform. This edition was held on 5th May, 2020.

In this edition, Gideon Yakubu(popularly known as G-King)
was interviewed. He is a techpreneur, a poet, a rapper, and
the founder of PPS.

He shared his views on poetry and other forms of art he is
involved in, and the story behind his latest album,
WILD(Words Illuminating Life and Death) with the PPS
community in an interview session with Eno-Obong
Edem(aka Shiphrah), a member of PPS administration.

Every detail in here are the thoughts of the persons
mentioned in the documents. There are just a few alterations
made, especially in the transcripts. Every other alterations
are minor changes done to improve the comprehensibility of
the text. However, the POVs of the discussants were not
altered in any way.

As it is our goal to provide valuable knowledge for
development of the members of our community and beyound;
and advancement of art, we hope this document proves
valuable to you.

All for the sake of the art! Enjoy reading and learning!



INTERVIEW

Shiphrah: The guy in question tonight needs no introduction,
or does he? Popularly known as G. king, Gideon Yakubu is one
hell of a guy.

When we talk of the big names in Jos Poetry Society, his
name surely comes up. Personally, he has inspired me
especially in poetry as he has inspired many of you here. He
has performed on several stages and has written many poems.
My favorite memory of him is the ECWA(Evangelical Church
Winning All) Talent Show some 2 years back.

Recently, he released his first albumWILD, which we would
be talking about today. So, stay glued to your phones.

So, let's welcome G-king to the stage tonight. We're excited to
have you talk to us about WILD and other things too...

G-King: My pleasure. Thank you.

Shiphrah: Great. So let's dive in.

When did you realize that poetry was your path? I like this
question because these background stories say a lot about a
poet's work. And help you understand their works. So, how
and when did you start doing poetry?

G-King: I'll say about 4-5years, I think. Well, I've been a writer
and a rapper for as far as I can remember, about10-12 years.
But poetry have it's way into my soul--with focus on humanity
and spirituality.

I write simple poetry; I write to me, for me; I write to heal; I
write to direct myself.

I centre my message on Love, Faith, Hope, Truth(awakening
the consciousness of humanity).

My first spoken word performance was in 2015. ECWA Good



News centre, Rukuba road, Plateau state.

Shiphrah: Amazing! This means you've been in the game
before some of us got heart broken and got into the game.
Given your experience so far, what can you say about the
trend of poetry in Nigeria and Jos to be specific? Personally, I
feel it's still underrated.

G-King: You're funny. . .

In Nigeria, I'll say it's progressive, and challenging, yet
promising as well. Now we have poets as brand ambassadors,
doing advertisement for big brands.

In Jos, poetry is gaining grounds and acceptance. 3 years ago,
people don't involve poetry in their events. But with societies
like PPS, COAL(Custodians of African Literature) etc [the story
has changed].

Jos is fully awake to poetry. This year 3 projects were put out
by Jos poets. More is coming; we're growing.

Shiphrah: Really? So I can become a brand ambassador for
indomie, as a poet?

G-King: Yes. And even more. We're creatives. We just have to
be business minded too.

Shiphrah: Amazing! Let's talk about WILD, the album. I
personally have a special spot for the name, but then what's
the inspiration behind it?

G-King: God and humanity.

What comes to your mind with WILD? Untamed, lawless,
without boarders, uncaged, the battle of survival, every
predator is also a prey. The inspiration is endless without
boarders. But the theme centered onWords(creative power)



Illuminating Life and Death(WILD).

Connecting the dots: finding identity, fighting for identity and
dying to it.

That's my story in 9 tracks. With messages to relate with
healing our souls and our world.

Shiphrah: Interesting! Which track is your favourite? Tell us
about it briefly.

G-King: Uhm. . . I don't think I have. If I'll pick, then, it'll be
Song of the Night.

About Song of the Night: Coming from [Atheism] to believing
in Jesus; from pain, regret and selfish pursuit to total
dependence on God: finding purpose and Joy in Christ is true
life story.

A question for all: when we all reach our night(death) what
will be the song on our tongue?

(Transcript; audio to text) So let me drop a recap like this:
Every night before I sleep, I have a recap of my day, what I
did wrong, what I didn't say right, mymess-ups, the things I
did. If I end up feeling like, 'God I would have said this when
we were discussing', 'I'd have done this', I have this regret
feeling, like 'this day I didn't do well'. But if it's a day that I
know I took my shot, I strived, I do what I'm supposed to do. .
.that night I sleep feeling fulfilled.

So, I paint this picture in this song putting that night to be
the end of our lives. When we sleep we don't know if we're
going to wake up or not. Everyday we wake up as/is a gift.

Putting it to you like this: Before you sleep, before your death,
what will be the song of your morning? Would it be a song of
regret--'I'd have done this right', 'I'd have lived the life [I'm
called to]', 'I'd have not pursued all these things that have



nothing to do with my soul'? What will actually be your song?

That is the poem there. Everyday day I play this poem, I
question myself, "Am I living the life that after this day is gone,
I'll be happy, like fully happy in paradise or I'll just be
burning in hell?" Which is true, there is heaven and there is
hell. And I believe that.

This is about Song of The Night. Song of The Night is when
it's all said and done, what will be the song of our night?

Shiphrah: This is deep! After listening to Ruwan Zuma, I
began to imagine what your wedding vows would be like. Can
you share with the house what that piece is about? Cause I
have a feeling that it's not about your undying love for
me(laughs. . .)

G-King: Undying love for. . .? Haha! So about Ruwan Zuma: I
wrote it for someone I was crushing on. I couldn't send it to
her. But honestly, I was just expressing my love for the
woman I'll love to marry.

Shiphrah: And Lord! it wasn't even me? Amazing.

G-King: Yours better than that.You know it. You deserve
better.

Shiphrah: The imagery of Philo Suffer was vivid. In fact,
graphic. It reminded me of the Lizzy Saga. Can you share with
us briefly the story behind that piece?

G-King: (Transcript; audio to text) Philo Suffer is about this
lady. . . .

I want to paint a different picture from the picture most of us
get to see from ladies or girls that are out there on the street
doing prostitution, to say. Most of us get to paint the "prodigal



daughters" that they are and just assume they are hard-
headed without giving a thought, or a second thought, to the
story behind how they got there.

I want to paint a picture that to every story there is another
side of the coin.

In the entire project, I painted two sides of the coin and try to
give it a balance.

In this particular piece, Philo Suffer, I painted also the two
parts of the story: she went through a lot and she had to
become what she is, she ends up on the streets.

In the end, the piece is actually to give hope. Not just to ladies,
but also to guys that are out on the streets, on drugs. . . . No
matter how far you have gone, you may have reasons to
justify why you're messed up.

Everybody has a reason. Judas had a reason to kill himself.
Everybody has a reason to say they're messed. He can explain
that he needed that money he sold Jesus for. We all have
reasons to why we're messed up. But we should not let our
reasons kill us down.

The story behind Philo Suffer, the whole thing about Philo
Suffer, is to give hope to everyone, including myself.

Philo Suffer is actually my story, but I put it in a lady's. I have
my own story, but mine was drugs and other stuffs I found
myself in. But in the end there is always hope.

Our parents may not be perfect, the society is not perfect, but
no matter how far we have gone, no matter how bad it gets,
there is still hope. And that hope is in God. At the end of the
day, it's in God.

Stay hopeful. And always make it back.

You can still be a minister even if na your papa sell you. . .haha!



Shiphrah: Surely. There's hope.

G-King: One more thing is, child trafficking. Guys, this is more
deadly than Boko Haram. Let's rise against it, let's preach
against it.

Shiphrah: So, let's get to the technical aspect of the album. I
noticed each piece was flavoured with a beautiful sound track.
How did you know which sound, which singer, which lyrics
will fit each piece? Believe me, the producer did an amazing
job. Guys, the background music was superb.

Like how did you get SoulPee, J-twice and the rest to feature?
Did you give them a lyrics or something?

G-King: (Transcript; audio to text) Like I said earlier, we are
creatives. I had this picture of the album even before starting.
There were cases when I had to sit back and think: 'who
should I bring on this piece that will give me what I want?'

For example, in my other piece Depression, I wanted to bring
in Skiffy at some point. But I weighed the options, though
she's very good: who will give me the message? The voice?
The. . . everything that I need? So I brought in SoulPee.

Now, the whole thing I'm trying to say is in whatever we're
trying to achieve let's have a plan, let's have a picture,
then we go for it, one step at a time.

Like in one of the pieces . . . It's very funny how the
background came to be. We went to the studio with Wazani,
and we were just playing. (The guy is very "mad"; he's very
creative. He's a member of the house anyway.) So he just
went out of the studio to get something and came back with
something--it was a beautiful soundtrack.

The thing is having creatives around you helps you to be
more creative. Don't always see that it has to be your idea.



In Song of The Night, I called Fortune and said, 'let's do
something. This is Song of The Night. This is what I want to say
in this piece, come up with something'. I gave him room to
think.

If you're working with another creative, give that
creative room to bring their own ideas. It makes your work
better. You don't have to restrict them to do this or that.

And of course, thanks to my producer, Mr. Surgeon. Mr. Surg
is very humble and kind. He's my friend. The whole project
was done based on friendship. Sometimes, I just go over to his
place, play and go.

I'd like to say, we should be more focused. If you're working
on a project, even if you're just writing a piece, and you
realise that your piece may require another poet's expertise,
may be puns, go for it.

Few days ago, Real Abraham and the other lady, Maryam
Dalhatu(Poeticbbl) did a collaborative work on If Nigeria Was
A Book. That's a very beautiful work. Because two creatives
work together, it makes the work really beautiful.

That. Is. WILD.

WILD is, there are many animals here, and these animals
have their own peculiarities, and they're attacking a
particular place.

J-twice did well on the whole stuff. I gave him room. I told
him 'this is what I want, this is what I'm thinking, come up
with your lyrics'. I remember giving him a few key words,
and he came up with something.

Sometimes, I write, and say 'Okay. Something like this. If you
can pick one or two words from this lyrics, and add your own
lyrics. Or just do yours!' Like in SoulPee's case, I just told him,
'do yours!' And he did.



Fortune did everything from his head, which is very creative.
And I love the guy.

My guy, Phil Dobson, he did well. I just told him this is what I
want to do, come up with something.

Synergy. Collaboration. "Iron sharpens iron".

Shiphrah: A good lesson: Surround yourself with creative
people as a creative.

Okay. So, in a few minutes time, we'll be wrapping up.

So tell us the challenges you've faced as a poet. I mean, I hear
how support is low even from fellow poets, so how have you
overcome these challenges?

G-King: (Transcript; audio to text) I faced a few challenges.

Coming up, I was never desirous to mount stages, but when I
felt the need to express myself on stage, there seem to be
none. Thanks to the coming of societies like this, which has
afforded me the opportunity to deliver what I have.

Aside that, one of the challenges I had was overcoming the
pressure of wanting to be like another. I'll like to point this
out: as poets we should let poetry be poetry. We should learn
to express ourselves from our own point of view. So we don't
end up reaching a place and talk only about how we got
to that place, but also why we are there in the first place.

At some point, I wanted to sound like some other poets. When
I listened to this guy so much, I feel like I'm doing it wrongly.

I struggled with identity-- my challenge number one. I
struggled to identify myself, why I'm doing what I do, and
how I should do it.

We're here because I have something to say. How I should say
it should not be determined by any external factor, but from



within.

I faced the challenges of accepting myself, doing what I do
from within, finding my own voice and letting me flow.

I remember the first time I listened to NorthPriest, and almost
drifted into "accent poetry". In fact, at some point, I wanted to
use the Fulani accent in my poetry. But in the end, I told
myself, 'common, that's not you, stop trying to force it. Just let
it flow'. That was one of my challenges.

Secondly, we tend to look at some people as the owners of
poetry. Like as if without them giving applause to your poetry,
you're not there, or without them confirming you.

Let me stress this: NOBODY IS A MONOPOLY OF ART. Quote
me anywhere, I'll still emphasise it. If the VC doesn't approve
your work of art, does not mean your work is not good. We all
have different eyes. Some people will not just accept you, no
matter how good you are. With time they might get to, but at
first not everyone will accept your poetry, and your kind of
poetry.

I want to also emphasise: STOP IDOLISING PEOPLE. I'm
saying this because I suffered it. I looked at some people and
felt like if these guys don't approve what I'm doing, I'm doing
it wrong. Which is not right.

In as much as you have the elements of poetry in order and
you're passing the message, and you know what you're doing,
keep doing what you're doing. Sooner or later everyone will
fall in place, and they'll understand you.

Identifying my identity was a challenge. I am done with it for
now. I now know who I am, and I know what I stand for. I
now speak from an identity, and I am standing on it.

As an individual, I never considered money as a problem in
the art. I'm a software engineer. I hustle.



I love the art. The art has paid me. I've performed on several
platforms.

I remember one of my performances before an audience of
less than twenty people, and was paid a huge sum. I won't
mention the figures anyway. Money has never been a
hindrance to my art.

After releasing the WILD album, I struggled with idolising
people. Then it dawned on me that the people I anticipated
feedbacks from, provided none. People from abroad
purchased the album, and sent me emails. (The testimonies I
received for WILD is mind blowing).

What I'm trying to say is the people you idolise today are not
who you should idolise. Let God announce you. Let God take
you to places you need to be.

Keep reading. Read. Read. And write good poetry.

Thank God, I'm making money through poetry. WILD made
good sales. I even sent some money to my parents.

Thanks family for buying the album!

Shiphrah: "Let poetry be poetry". Word!

Identity! Very important. Ensure to Sound like yourself.

And oh Supreme, did I mention that your verse in Deceptive
Truth was epic? Well-done. Keep inspiring us.

Okay. So. . .where do you see yourself and PPS in 3years?

G-King: In 3 years, I should be a husband traveling round the
world .



Shiphrah: A husband? That means there's a lady? Okay.

God bless you guys for a wonderful time.

So guys, go and listen, it's worth it.

Let's support each other. Let's keep being family.

WILD is now available for streaming on:

SoundCloud: https://m.soundcloud.com/gideon-king-1

Audiomack: https://audiomack.com/artist/gking-13

It'll soon be available on all digital platforms.

It has been an exciting time putting G-King on the spot. But
before we go, here's my personal review on the album:

“MY FIRST TIME LISTENING TO A COMPLETE SPOKEN
WORD ALBUM: A Review of ‘WILD" by G. King” by
Shiphrah Edem: https://link.medium.com/AFdQFNPuu6

G-King: Thank you house for the opportunity. I appreciate
you all for the love and support.

Please borrowW. I. L. D your time. Listen, share, and write a
review. Criticize it. Send me feedback, please.

We'll need each other. I love you all.



Connect

Find G-King on/via:

Email: wordsbygking@gmail.com

Facebook: G king(FB page)

WhatsApp/SMS: 07062471679

Telegram: Wordsbygking

Twitter: @Wordsbygking

For Membership

To be a member of Punchlyne Poetry Society contact:

Asibi via WhatsApp on 0706 066 4530.


